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Madison’s  story  (not  her  real  name),  and  those  of  so many 












cation—nothing. This  beautiful  child  immediately  fell  into  the 
sights of one of the many human merchandisers who prowl the 




that  looked  like  a  scene  from Roots.  She  revealed hundreds  of 












In a very practical  sense, nowhere  is  a better  scriptural under-
standing of egalitarianism needed more than in the church’s re-
sponse  to  human  trafficking,  both  domestic  and  international. 
While  the church world  strains out gnats of gender  semantics, 
the world at large seems to be swallowing a camel that could wipe 
out all hopes and efforts at finding a more biblical paradigm for 
gender relations. Like a  tsunami,  the sex  trafficking  industry  is 
sweeping  across our  shores  through an  international deluge of 
pornography, and it threatens to redefine women, even Christian 
women, according  to what  is most base and vile among us.  Its 
pandemic arms reach the world through the Internet, testing the 
veracity of God’s people and their leaders. 



































The merchandising of women
In 2004, the U.S. State Department’s Trafficking in Persons Report 
said, “Of the 600,000 to 800,000 men, women, and children traf-










not  reflect drug-related  charges often  linked with  a  complex of 











Other  painful  statistics  draw  a  link  between  incarceration  and 





























precipitously:  “In  1977,  there were  23 men  for  every woman  in 
state  and  federal  prisons.  In  2001  there were  15 men  for  every 





indirectly,  to sexual abuse  in childhood,  they are also part of a 
complex of behaviors involving self-abuse through addiction. 
Drugs, addiction, and incarceration
My many  discussions with  incarcerated women  revealed  a  re-
curring pattern: a downward spiral beginning with early sexual 
abuse, moving to a nearly unbreakable link to drugs/alcohol ad-




Illegal  drug  use  and  regular  drinking  were  more  common 























A paper presented at  the  conference After  the Crisis: Heal-
ing from Trauma after Disasters, held in April 2006 in Bethesda, 



































often,  those who  sexually  assault  these  young  girls  are  fathers, 
brothers, uncles, stepfathers, and boyfriends: “About half (49%) 
of offenders of victims under age 6 were family members, com-






These  results  are  echoed  in my  observations  at  the Orange 
County  Jail.  Each month,  I  processed more  than  300 ministry 
interviews, called one-on-one sessions, using my own time and 











tion  Center,  we  launched  a  chaplain’s  dorm  to  provide  faith-
based treatment for the women during their incarceration, with 
the hope of placing them in continuing aftercare upon their de-
parture.  I  asked  the women  to complete a  sexual abuse assess-
ment survey to gather statistical  information regarding the  less 






afterwards,  whether  pornography  was  available  in  the  home, 
what  the  faith  commitment  and  family  composition  was,  and 
whether  or  not  the  individual  believed  her  incarceration  was 
linked to early, negative sexual experiences. 




petting,  etc.,  occurred  after  six  but  before  eight  years  old. One 
said her  earliest  experience was before  six  years old. Only  four 
reported  that  sexual  activity began after  sixteen years old, with 
most experiencing some level of sexual activity (five women) af-
ter fourteen but before sixteen years old. 
One  said  intercourse  occurred  before 
six years old. Three said intercourse oc-
curred  after  eight  but  before  ten  years 
old. Three said intercourse occurred af-




Regarding  the  faith  commitment  of  the  families  of  women 
who experienced  intercourse before  the age of  sixteen, one  in-
dividual  said  that  someone  in  her  family was  a  church  pastor, 







family  had  pornography  that was  kept  hidden,  three  had  por-
nography that was kept out of the reach of children but could be 

















their  incarceration? Two said  these experiences were  the reason 
they became addicted, two said they led to prostitution, four said 










In embracing patriarchy and female subjugation, have our churches failed to 
provide a just and moral foundation for the 




places  for  little girls, and  that early, negative, and abusive sexu-
al  experiences have occurred  far more often  in  an  incarcerated 

















sons?  If  egalitarianism  that honors,  respects,  and protects both 
genders had been preached for the past two thousand years, would 
life have been different for so many of today’s young women?



















the very beginning of natural history  [from the  time of  the 
ancient  philosophers],  a  principle  which  was  long  to  re-
main  authoritative:  that  according  to  which  living  beings 
are  linked  to  one  another  by  regularly  graduated  affinities. 
. . . Thus from Aristotelian science two ideas—very differently 
elaborated  and,  in  truth,  rather  loosely  connected with one 
another—were received as a legacy by natural history in the 
Renaissance. The one was  the  idea of a hierarchy of beings; 










declared  that  ‘being born a woman  is divine punishment since 
a woman is half-way between a man and an animal.’”26 Aristo-
tle wrote  that  the  female  is  a  “monstrosity,”27  and a  “deformed 
male,”28 which occurs in the ordinary course of nature.29
 Early church fathers, influenced not by Scripture but by the 
ancient Greeks,  laid an unbiblical  foundation  that undermined 
the  pillars  of  Christian  justice  and  dignity  of  all  persons  for 






















not  of  change,  but  of maintaining  an  unacceptable  status  quo. 
Our murky morality has betrayed us even further. The church’s 
longstanding  confused  and  conflicted  theology of women her-
alded  from pulpits has been  translated  from the perspective of 
the pew to be a license of gender entitlement. 
For  example,  sexual  addiction  expert  Steve  Gallagher  says 
that,  in  counseling Christian  sex addicts,  the most difficult  as-
pect of  the process  is  convincing  the men  that  they have done 
anything wrong at all: 











Gallagher  insists  that  sexual  sin  is pervasive both  in  the pulpit 
and the pew. Sex addiction “is not only pervasive in the American 
culture at large but is a festering sore within the Church itself—
from the pulpit  to  the pews.”  In  fact,  “a  recent  survey  taken by 
Promise Keepers revealed that sixty-five percent of the men ques-





Even  in responses  to  the growing cancer of  internet pornogra-
phy among Christians, one is challenged to find arguments based 





en—and,  yes,  former  and  even  current  prostitutes—included. 
The Christian community must reach for a deeper understand-
ing of identity and authority based upon the Trinitarian reflec-
tion of  the  imago Dei.35 The church needs  to  stress  the certain 
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